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cent, of the land in these parishes belonged to one owner.1 In 15 of
the parishes an Oxford college owned 25 per cent, or more of the
land.
The trend of production changes.
During the last two generations there has been a marked change
in the relative importance of different types of agricultural produc- *
tion. The trend in the Survey Area has been similar to that in the
country as a whole and does not present any striking local feature.
It may be useful, however, to summarize the changes that have
occurred first in England and Wales, and secondly in the Survey Area.
These changes can be summarized briefly.
In 1871, 57 per cent, of the farm land of England and Wales was
arable. Between-that year and 1911 the arable acreage of England
and Wales fell by 24 per cent., the acreage under corn crops declining
by even more, and that under wheat by so much as 45 per cent.
Farmers turned to grass-land farming, to the production of those
products for which foreign competition was less severe; the perma-
nent grass of the country increased by 40 per cent., and the number
of cattle by much the same percentage. Beef cattle over 2 years old,
faced by a growing competition from abroad, increased by only 3
per cent., but dairy cattle, supplying the sheltered milk market, rose
in numbers by 40 per cent.
After a temporary stimulus to arable farming during the War,
these trends continued farther. Between 1923 and 1931 the arable
acreage fell by 14 per cent., the acreage under wheat by 31 per cent.,
and the acreage under barley by 22 per cent. The grass-land continued
to increase with a growth of 3 per cent., while the number of cattle
rose still more.
In spite of the assistance given to farming in recent years,2 the
arable acreage continued to fall after 1931 and was 5 per cent, lower
in 1936 than in 1931. The wheat acreage, stimulated by the subsidy
under the Wheat Act of 1932, rose by 42 per cent., but the barley
acreage fell by 20 per cent. The permanent grass remained almost
unchanged. The dairy herd, however, stimulated by the relatively
high prices, increased by 10 per cent. Other cattle over 2 years,
assisted by the subsidy, rose by 7 per cent., those between i and 2
years rose by 11 per cent., and those under i year by i per cent.
1  See Appendix VI and p. 175 below.
2  For the principal measures designed to raise the agricultural income, see The Agri-
cultural Register for the years 1933-4, 1934-5, 1935-6, 1936-7, and 1937-8. Oxford
University Agricultural Economics Research Institute.